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RESOLUTION STATUS

Régine Biscoe Lee Relative to recognizing the observance of World AIDS Day on December 1, 2017; 1172117 12/1/17 12/01/17
B.J.F. Cruz and to further extending appreciation to the World AIDS Day 2017 Planning 3:08 p.m. 5:30 p.m.
Dennis G. Rodriguez, Jr. Committeecomprised of the Guam HIV Planning Group (HPG), Guam’s Alternative
Lifestyle Association (GALA), WestCare Pacific Islands (WCPI), and the students
297-34 (COR) of the University of Guam’s Introduction to Community Services (SW-110) and

Generalist Social Work Practice Methods (SW-331) for strengthening Guam’s
community response to HIV and continuing to mobilize our island’s efforts in the
fight against HIV.
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Relative to recognizing the observance of World AIDS Day on December 1, 2017; and to further
extending appreciation to the World AIDS Day 2017 Planning Commiittee comprised of the Guam
HIV Planning Group (HPG), Guam's Alternative Lifestyle Associaton (GALA), WestCare Pacific
Istands (WCP1), and the students of the University of Guam’s Introduction to Community Services
(SW-110) and Generalist Social Work Practice Methods (SW-331) for strengthening Guam’s
community response to HIV and continuing to mobilize our istand’s efforts in the fight against HIV.,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF 7 MINA"TRENTAI KUATTRO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN;

WHEREAS, it 3 the custam of the Guam Legulinnr 0 acknowledge official days thar are set 2aide to mcrease awarencss of serigus issues that affect the fives of the peaple of Guam; and

WHEREAS, astendaat 10 such concem, and in full accord with iof fongstanding trditions, the Guam Legislature s moved to recognize the observance of World AIDS Day on Frday,
December 1, 2017, and

WHEREAS, Word AIDS Dag is observed annually on December 1 every jear, binging people together from around the world to aise awareness gbout HIV/AIDS; and sice 1995,
the President of the United Seares of America has made an official proclamation on Wodd AIDS Day; and

WHEREAS, World AIDS Day is an opportunisty for public and private partiers to spread awareness about the satus of the pandemic, and o encoursge progress in HIV/AIDS
prevennon, treamment and cure, here on Guam and around the world; aed

WHEREAS, inivated by the Usited Nations and first observed in 1988, Workd AIDS Day was che firstever global health day deciared; and commemonting the day presents an
apportunity to demonstrate mtemational solidasicy i the face of the pandemic; and

WHEREAS, HIV/AIDS continucs to be a major global public health fsaue, 45 the discase has clamed more than twenty-five milion (25,000,000 lives over the past theee (3 decades,
makmg it ane of the most desauctive eprdenvies in reconked history, and

, imore than ome mulfion two hundred thousand {1,200,000) Amncricans are fiving with HIV; and an esumated Gfty thousand (50,000} new FITV wfections are ocourning cach

year. On Cruam, two hundred fifty-tiree (253) cases of HIV infections have been reported since 1985; and approsimately sixty-seven (67} people currently have £TV; and

WHEREAS, in alignanent with the Nationa) HIV/ '\lDS \Lra(cgy (NHS) lhc Guam IV Planning Group (HPG), whose mission is 1o “idenufy new HIV mfcctmm and ceduce HIV-
celated o through the collboration 20d coord care, and services o our island,” plays 3 critical sole in the seamless coord hips of

public and private rganizations, such as WestCase Pacific hl:m,Js (WCPT), (ruami. Altesnative Lifestyle Association (GALA); the Guarn Behavioml Health and \:vcums Center, the
Univesity of Guam; the Guam Department of Public Health and Social Services Family Plansing, Maternal Child Health, Imrmutizagon, snd Tuberculosis Prograrns; the Guamn Department
of Bducadon; Sarcruacy, Incorporarerd; the Chsss Empowerment Center, the Guam Coalition Againse Sexual Assault and Family Violence; the Suhvation Army, and ther cosmsounity
mernbers; and

WHEREAS, (0 date, WestCare Pacific Iskands (WCPH) and Goam’s Alternative Lifestyle Associanion (G ALA) are the only two {2) commurity-based organizations on Guam thar recin
certified STD/HIV pi fon counschors and tmpl HIV Rapid Testing and STD testing and

WHEREAS, local efforts are ongoing 10 promote greater access to treatment, inchuding antirecrocirsl dougs, 5o that people living with HIV (PLWH) can continue to avad of the HIV
continpum of care services and enjoy healthy and productive ives; and

WHEREAS, given the substantial biological svidence desnanstrating the increased ikelihond of both HIV rransmission wd scquisiion i1 the presence of ather sexually transmitted
diseases (STDs) like chlamydia, gonorrhea and syphilis, unprotected rex, already a proven risk facror for HIV trangrmssion, must continue o be addressed through cross cotlaboration
among community stakeholders ag an smportant strategy to carb new HIV infectivms; and

WHEREAS, although Guam is considered 3 low HIV prevalence acea, Jocad efforts must be susnined vo prevent an HIV epidernic. The Guam HIV Planning Group’s role s to ensure
tha the island’s resousces are directed toward senggherang STD and HIV prevenoon and eare efforts. Additionally, HPG continues to ensure the prowision of interventions to key
populations, such as men who have sex with men (MSM), injection drsg users (HDU), and pregnant ween at risk for STDs, with a special focus om developing sexual seproductive bealth
and responsibility prograns, and behavioral wellness programs, among young people ages fifteen (15§ ta twenty-free {25); and

WHEREAS, public and private parnerships baost the island’s effort o respocd to HIV by advocating for appropriately developed programs that promote sexual reproductive health
and behavioral health and wellaess, and whose implementation is geared towasds the eradiearion of AIDS, 20d

WHEREAS, 15 we observe World AIDS Day on Deceenber 1, this year's Guam cheme of “LOVE. HOPE LIFE” remunds us that our wock is far from over in ceducing shame and
stigrma swrrounding HIV/ALDS, and that we must recommmit ourselves to push the pace of change, without caasig, o create 1n AIDS- free generation; and

WHEREAS, the actvines planned for Guarn’s observance of World AIDS Day 2117 would nof be possible were it nex for the collective effors and commitment of the following
organizatons and individuale: the Guam HIV Planning Group (HPGY, WestCare Pacific Ishinds (WOCPH, Guarn's Alterstive Lifestyle Association (GALA), the students of the Uriversicy
of Guam's Introduction to Commurity Services (SR-110) andt Generalist Social Wortk Practice Methods (SW-331), and ocher commurity membert; now therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the Cooranittee 00 Rules of f Méne Trentad Kndjtro Na Lifesbatvran Gudbar does hereby, on behalf of 1 [ zbeslatsran Guiban and the people of Guam, recognize the
observance of World AIDS Dy on December 1, 2017, and does further extend appreciation wr the World AIDS Day 2017 Planning Commuttee, comprised of the Guam HIV Planning
Group (HPG), Guam's Alrernative Lifestyle Association {GALAY, WestCare Pacific Islands (WOCPT, and the snudents of the University 0 Guam's Introduction 1o Community Services
(SW-110) aned Gerernlist Social Work Practice Methods (SW-331) for steengthening Gusm’s commustity response 0 HIV and continuing to mobilize our istand’s efforts in the fight against
HIV: and be i further

RESOLVED, that the Speakee and the Chairperson of the Curmmictee on Rules certify, and the Leglative Seesetary sttes o, the adoption hereof, and tiat copies of the same be
thercafter transmitied to the Guam HIV Planning Group (HPG); to Guam’s Alterndiive Lifestyle Associanon {GALAY; to WestCare Pacific Istands (WCPH); to the students of the Universaty
of Guam's Introducton to Cosnmunity Services (SW-110) and Generalist Soczel Work Practier Methods (SW-331); and to the Honorable Edward B. Calvo, 7 Maga ldben Grdbar,

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF [ MINA TRENTA! KUATTRO NA LIHESIATURAN GUAHAN ON THE 15T DAY
QOF DECEMBER 2017,

on, Commitiee on Rules

U7 D 152 am




I MINA'TRENTAI KUATTRO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN
2017 (FIRST) Regular Session

Resolution No. 297-34 (COR)

Introduced by: Régine Biscoe Lee
B. J.LF. Cruz
Dennis G. Rodriguez, Jr.
Thomas C. Ada
FRANK B. AGUON, JR.
William M. Castro
James V. Espaldon
Fernando Barcinas Esteves
Tommy Morrison
Louise B. Mufa
Telena Cruz Nelson
Joe S. San Agustin
Michael F.Q. San Nicolas
Therese M. Terlaje
Mary Camacho Torres

Relative to recognizing the observance of World AIDS Day
on December 1, 2017; and to further extending appreciation
to the World AIDS Day 2017 Planning Committee comprised
of the Guam HIV Planning Group (HPG), Guam’s
Alternative Lifestyle Association (GALA), WestCare Pacific
Islands (WCPI), and the students of the University of
Guam’s Introduction to Community Services (SW-110) and
Generalist Social Work Practice Methods (SW-331) for
strengthening Guam’s community response to HIV and
continuing to mobilize our island’s efforts in the fight against
HIV.

] BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF [
2 MINA'TRENTAI KUATTRO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN:
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WHEREAS, it is the custom of the Guam Legislature to acknowledge official
days that are set aside to increase awareness of serious issues that affect the lives of the
people of Guam; and

WHEREAS, attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its longstanding
traditions, the Guam Legislature 1s moved to recognize the observance of World AIDS
Day on Friday, December 1, 2017; and

WHEREAS, World AIDS Day is observed annually on December 1 every year,
bringing people together from around the world to raise awareness about HIV/AIDS;
and since 1995, the President of the United States of America has made an official
proclamation on World AIDS Day; and

WHEREAS, World AIDS Day is an opportunity for public and private partners
to spread awareness about the status of the pandemic, and to encourage progress in
HIV/AIDS prevention, treatment and care, here on Guam and around the world; and

WHEREAS, initiated by the United Nations and first observed in 1988, World
AIDS Day was the first-ever global health day declared; and commemorating the day
presents an opportunity to demonstrate international solidarity in the face of the
pandemic; and

WHEREAS, HIV/AIDS continues to be a major global public health issue, as
the disease has claimed more than twenty-five million (25,000,000) lives over the past
three (3) decades, making it one of the most destructive epidemics in recorded history;
and

WHEREAS, more than one million two hundred thousand (1,200,000)
Americans are living with HIV; and an estimated fifty thousand (50,000) new HIV
infections are occurring each year. On Guam, two hundred fifty-three (253) cases of
HIV infections have been reported since 1985; and approximately sixty-seven (67)

people currently have HIV; and
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WHEREAS, in alignment with the National HIV/AIDS Strategy (NHS), the
Guam HIV Planning Group (HPG), whose mission is to “identify new HIV infections
and reduce HIV-related disparities through the collaboration and coordination of
prevention, care, and treatment services on our island,” plays a critical role in the
seamless coordination of partnerships of public and private organizations, such as
WestCare Pacific Islands (WCPI); Guam’s Alternative Lifestyle Association (GALA);
the Guam Behavioral Health and Wellness Center; the University of Guam; the Guam
Department of Public Health and Social Services Family Planning, Maternal Child
Health, Immunization, and Tuberculosis Programs; the Guam Department of
Education; Sanctuary, Incorporated; the Oasis Empowerment Center; the Guam
Coalition Against Sexual Assault and Family Violence; the Salvation Army, and other
community members; and

WHEREAS, to date, WestCare Pacific Islands (WCPI) and Guam’s Alternative
Lifestyle Association (GALA) are the only two (2) community-based organizations on
Guam that retain certified STD/HIV prevention counselors and implement HIV Rapid
Testing and STD testing; and

WHEREAS, local efforts are ongoing to promote greater access to treatment,
including antiretroviral drugs, so that people living with HIV (PLWH) can continue to
avail of the HIV continuum of care services and enjoy healthy and productive lives; and

WHEREAS, given the substantial biological evidence demonstrating the
increased likelihood of both HIV transmission and acquisition in the presence of other
sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) like chlamydia, gonorrhea and syphilis,
unprotected sex, already a proven risk factor for HIV transmission, must continue to be
addressed through cross collaboration among community stakeholders as an important

strategy to curb new HIV infections; and
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WHEREAS, although Guam is considered a low HIV prevalence area, local
efforts must be sustained to prevent an HIV epidemic. The Guam HIV Planning Group’s
role is to ensure that the island’s resources are directed toward strengthening STD and
HIV prevention and care efforts. Additionally, HPG continues to ensure the provision
of interventions to key populations, such as men who have sex with men (MSM),
injection drug users (IDU), and pregnant women at risk for STDs, with a special focus
on developing sexual reproductive health and responsibility programs, and behavioral
wellness programs, among young people ages fifteen (15) to twenty-five (25); and

WHEREAS, public and private partnerships boost the island’s effort to respond
to HIV by advocating for appropriately developed programs that promote sexual
reproductive health and behavioral health and wellness, and whose implementation is
geared towards the eradication of AIDS; and

WHEREAS, as we observe World AIDS Day on December 1, this year’s Guam
theme of “LOVE. HOPE. LIFE” reminds us that our work is far from over in reducing
shame and stigma surrounding HIV/AIDS, and that we must recommit ourselves to
push the pace of change, without ceasing, to create an AIDS-free generation; and

WHEREAS, the activities planned for Guam’s observance of World AIDS Day
2017 would not be possible were it not for the collective efforts and commitment of the
following organizations and individuals: the Guam HIV Planning Group (HPG),
WestCare Pacific Islands (WCPI), Guam’s Alternative Lifestyle Association (GALA),
the students of the University of Guam’s Introduction to Community Services (SW-
110) and Generalist Social Work Practice Methods (SW-331), and other community
members; now therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the Committee on Rules of { Mina Trentai Kudttro Na
Liheslaturan Guahan does hereby, on behalf of / Liheslaturan Guahan and the people

of Guam, recognize the observance of World AIDS Day on December 1, 2017; and does
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further extend appreciation to the World AIDS Day 2017 Planning Committee,
comprised of the Guam HIV Planning Group (HPG), Guam’s Alternative Lifestyle
Association (GALA), WestCare Pacific Islands (WCPI), and the students of the
University of Guam’s Introduction to Community Services (SW-110) and Generalist
Social Work Practice Methods (SW-331) for strengthening Guam’s community
response to HIV and continuing to mobilize our island’s efforts in the fight against HIV;
and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Speaker and the Chairperson of the Committee on Rules
certity, and the Legislative Secretary attest to, the adoption hereof, and that copies of
the same be thereafter transmitted to the Guam HIV Planning Group (HPG); to Guam’s
Alternative Lifestyle Association (GALA); to WestCare Pacific Islands (WCPI); to the
students of the University of Guam’s Introduction to Community Services (SW-110)
and Generalist Social Work Practice Methods (SW-331); and to the Honorable Edward
J.B. Calvo, I Maga'lihen Gudhan.

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF
I MINA'TRENTAI KUATTRO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN ON THE 15T DAY
OF DECEMBER 2017.
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REGINE BI%COL LEE
Chalrperson, Committee on Rules

REGiNE Biscor: LEE
L%gislatlve Secretary
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Resolution No. 297-34 (COR) — Régine Biscoe Lee, B, 1.F. Cruz, Dennis G. Rodriguez, Jr.— “Relative
to recognizing the observance of World AIDS Day on December 1, 2017; and to further extending its
appreciation to the World AIDS Day 2017 Planning Commuttee comprised of the Guam HIV Planning Group
(HPG), Guam’s Alternative Lifestyle Association (GALA), WestCare Pacific Istands (WCPY), and the
students of the University of Guam’s Introduction to Community Services (SW-110) and Generalist Social
Work Practice Methods (SW-331) for strengthening Guam’s community response to HIV and continuing to

Senator Mary Camacho fores,

Member

mobilize our island’s efforts in the fight against HIV.”
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December 11, 2017

MEMORANDUM:

TO: All Senators

FROM: Senator Régine Blscoe Lee@

SUBJECT: Presentation of Resolution No. 297-34 (COR)

Buenas yan Hafa Adail Please join us in presenting the following Resolution:

Resolution No. 297-34 {COR): "Relative to recognizing the observance of World
AIDS Day on December 1, 2017, and to further extending a warm and sincere
Un Ddngkolo Na Si Yu'os Ma'dse’ to Guam HIV Planning Group (HPG), Guam’s
Alternative Lifestyle Association (GALA), WestCare Pacific Islands (WCP1), and
the University of Guam'’s Introduction to Community Services (SW-110} and
Generalist Social Work Practice Methods (SW-331] students for strengthening
Guam's community response to HIV and continuing to mobilize our island’s
efforts in the fight against HIV."

The presentdtion will take place on Monday, December 18, 2017 at 12 p.m.
Guam Congress Building, Hagdatia, Guam.

SiYu'os Ma'ase!

CC: Sergeant at Arms
MIS
Protocol
Media

Chairperson, Committee on Innovation and Economic, Workforce, and Youth Development
Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagatfia, Guam 96910 | senatorbiscoelee@guamlegisiature.org



